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Part Two – Key Planning Elements: Principles and Recommendations
Community and Culture
Since its establishment in 1911, the University developed a unique relationship with the WA community, being the first university in the State with traditionally close ties to the community. It has a reputation for quality, and through its endowments, bequests and other private income, has been able to maintain a prominent role in the cultural life of the community.
One of the key priorities is to improve the University’s positioning and reputation, developing strategic relationships and community engagement. World-class universities are recognised as strong intellectual and creative resource to the communities they serve and while this service is primarily through its graduates and research, leading universities also make a major contribution to the intellectual and cultural life of their communities.
A key initiative of the University is the development of a Cultural Precinct. With the interaction between the Precinct and the teaching, learning and research activities associated with a new undergraduate Design degree, there will be increasing community and cultural activities.
The University provides a number of educational facilities and services for the local community. UWA Extension is involved with community education programs. UWA Extension provides more than 550 individual community education programs, events, workshops, seminars and customised courses for the wider community and private business each year, as well as Community Education courses. The University of the Third Age (U3A) offers non-award courses as a series of monthly lectures. There are also continuing education courses run by faculties, centres and schools, and lectures and symposia by prominent speakers across all disciplines. The University’s Institute of Advanced Studies conducts cross-disciplinary programs for students, staff and the wider community, attracting eminent international scholars.
UWA Publishing holds regular book launches, panel discussions and lectures.
The University provides a number of cultural facilities and amenities for the community. The Perth International Arts Festival was founded in 1953 by the University to provide evening entertainment for people at Summer School. It has retained this relationship with the University, but has grown to become a major State institution as a festival for film, visual and performing arts and literature. The University’s theatres, such as Winthrop Hall, the Octagon Theatre, Dolphin Theatre, Sunken Garden and the New Fortune Theatre also host several hundred events every year. The School of Music has an extensive concert program. Many of these events celebrate the diversity of local ethnic and cultural communities.
The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery is both a centre for research and scholarship in the visual arts and a major gallery showing the UWA Art Collection and significant visiting exhibitions. The Berndt Museum of Anthropology was established to house the Berndt collection of Indigenous and Asian artefacts, and is also known for its linkage to Aboriginal communities and support for cultural maintenance. The Edward de Courcy Clarke Earth Sciences Museum houses geological specimens, maps and other exhibits. SymbioticA was established in 2000 within the School of Anatomy and Human Biology and is now recognised internationally as a centre of excellence in bio-art. The Cruthers Collection of Women’s Art was donated to the University in 2007, and is housed within the Dr Harold Schenberg Arts Centre. The Cullity Gallery, within the Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Visual Arts, provides a showcase on activities of the Faculty and provides an exhibition venue for the wider community.
The University has promoted links with primary and secondary schools, including Shenton College, and runs numerous cultural courses with school age children, such as SmARTS and the UWA Junior Music School.
The University manages or hosts numerous community events, including Science Fair, Perth Sun Fair, Save the Children Book Sale, Antiques Fair, and Upmarkets.
The University has an ‘open campus’ policy, which encourages the informal use of campus grounds, including family picnics and passive recreational use by local residents. Car parking bays and other facilities are available to the general public out-of-hours and outside of the academic year.
The University has a number of heritage places (buildings and gardens) at Crawley which are of significant tourist value. The campus is a popular venue for weddings, conferences, photographic sessions and film settings.
The iconic value of the Hackett Memorial Buildings is recognised by local, State and Federal heritage agencies. Throughout the gardens are sculptures and artworks, as well as other notable buildings by leading architects. The heritage significance of campus buildings, landscape and external artworks have been detailed in the Crawley Campus Conservation Management Plan 2008. The campus attracts many local, interstate and overseas visitors. The UWA Visitors Centre is a focal point for visitor information and activities.
The University’s libraries are part of the Library Information Service of Western Australia run by the State Library.
The University’s specialist libraries (such as Humanities, Law, Architecture/Education, Sciences) are regarded as some of the State’s most valuable reference resources.
The University Club of Western Australia opened in March 2005 and has become the premier venue for social events for the University and many community organisations.
The University values the ongoing participation of its alumni and the local community in its cultural life on-campus. There are many clubs and activities under the Cultural Precinct umbrella in which alumni are encouraged to participate, including groups such as the UWA Graduate Dramatic Society (GRADS).
The University promotes numerous societies and 13 friends groups with a focus on arts and culture, including UWA Historical Society, Friends of Grounds, and Friends of the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.
Principles:
	Provide a source of enjoyment and intellectual stimulation, enliven the campus, enrich the curriculum and encourage critical engagement with contemporary arts practice; 

Acknowledge that the University is situated on Noongar land, that the Noongar people remain the spiritual and cultural custodians of their land and continue to practise their values, languages, beliefs and knowledge; and
	Involve the community in place-making. 
Recommendations:
	Establish a dynamic, creative and intellectually rigorous program of exhibitions, performances and associated cultural activities that amplify current concerns, flag future issues and provide a perspective from which to view the past; 

Develop strategic relationships throughout the community to improve the University’s positioning and reputation; 
Make a major contribution to the intellectual and cultural life of the University and outside communities; 
Showcase the creative work of staff and students; 
Link and fuse arts and cultural elements within an educational environment and encourage innovative collaborations; 
Plan for the new Cultural Precinct: Stage One development of a new museum building for the Berndt collection supporting Aboriginal culture and society;
Consider new technologies to link the UWA Cultural Precinct with other sites including the UWA Albany Centre, the UWA Claremont campus and the variety of cultural activities; 
Continue to develop the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery (including an exhibition space for the Berndt Museum); 
Plan for the co-location of community and cultural activities within a proposed Design Precinct, and establish a continuous pedestrian link between UWA Nedlands and the Crawley campus; 
Showcase the University by housing community and cultural activities in buildings fronting Broadway and Hampden Road, and contributing to campus and community interaction; 
Plan for the new AXS/lab (Art meets Science lab) to showcase the research activity of the University at the interface of Art and Science, as well as a teaching facility for Design studies; 
Consider the re-location to Broadway and Hampden Road of on-campus commercial and retail operations, which are used by the University and outside community, such as the Bookshop; and
	Scope design of an extension to the Octagon Theatre foyer to improve access, space and services of public areas.

Sports and Recreation 
The University provides sporting facilities on and off-campus for students, staff, alumni and the general community. These include the Recreation and Fitness Centre, Watersports Complex, Boatshed, and the Aquatic Centre. There are also College facilities which are available to all residential college students on a reciprocal basis. UWA Sports Park, which includes McGillivray Oval and the Tennis Centre, is five kilometres away and the International Martial Arts Centre is located at UWA Claremont.
UWA Sports coordinates a range of sporting competitions and activities including inter-faculty, inter-college and inter-university sport. It organises major local, national and international events such as the Indian Rim Asian University Games and the Australian University Games, and Recreate programs (in which 40 per cent of participants are from the general community). For young people there are Uni Sport for Kids providing sport-based programs to primary school children during school holidays, and Campus Challenge, a live-in orientation camp introducing high school students to university activities including sport and culture. 
The UWA Sports Council is the governing student body of sport at the University, responsible for overseeing 32 sports and recreation clubs covering 36 sports. Clubs have around 2,500 members of whom 40 per cent are students and staff, 30 per cent alumni and 30 per cent general community. Though most of the sporting clubs are based at UWA Sports Park, the University Cricket Club plays first grade cricket at James Oval which is considered to be one of the finest cricket wickets in the State and the venue for occasional interstate and international matches. 
As staff and student numbers grow, particularly as the University develops its residential capacity, there will be a need for more sports and recreation facilities on campus or close by.
There are difficulties retaining and allocating high-value land for sport when there are competing teaching, research and other needs. For example, the tennis courts occupy half a hectare of prime on-campus land. Consideration will be given to share campus land footprints, such as having tennis courts on the tops of buildings, or for other organisations (such as colleges and the cities of Subiaco and Nedlands) to share the provision of facilities.
The lack of public transport between Crawley campus and UWA Sports Park is an issue for Crawley-based students. This is a significant factor in any consideration of re-locating sports and recreation facilities from Crawley to UWA Sports Park.
Principles:
	Develop sporting and recreation strategic relationships, collaboration and engagement with the community and other organisations to improve the student, staff and community experience reinforcing the University’s positioning and reputation;

Ensure sports and recreation make a major contribution to the cultural life of the University and wider community;
Negotiate with other organisations in the western suburbs to avoid duplication and gain maximum utilisation of sporting facilities through shared access arrangements;
Better promote the University’s contribution to sporting activities; and
	Consider the development of facilities that reflect a more cross-disciplinary approach in sport, recreation, health and wellbeing, teaching and research.
Recommendations:
	Ensure there are sufficient permanent green spaces and sports facilities at Crawley to meet the sports, recreation and fitness needs of an expanding University;

Promote improved public transport between Crawley and UWA Sports Park, as well as other campus sites such as UWA Claremont to ensure greater use of sporting infrastructure;
Work with State Government to create the regional sports precinct at UWA Sports Park, combining Government and University interests and the sharing of resources; 
Prepare further studies for the development of a Sport Science and Health Institute within a Centre for Health and Sporting Excellence (CHASE) at UWA Sports Park, and for adoption as a priority area in UWA Strategic Research Initiatives and a future Commonwealth Government funding application; and
	Ensure future developments consider sports and recreation requirements of students at Crawley, including those in residential accommodation as well as staff and community needs.

Landscape
The advice of Sir John Winthrop Hackett in selecting the Crawley site for The University of Western Australia in 1913 was that campus design should be based on convenient, wide and spacious lines and that the riverfront provided one of the rarest attractions offered any of the universities in Australia.
Harold Desbrowe-Annear won the 1914 competition for ‘laying out the Crawley site for University purposes’; however it was the 1927 Wilkinson plan which has primarily influenced the development of the campus.
Despite considerable development on campus, the planning approach of ‘buildings in a park’ still prevails and the campus is defined with equal importance given to the buildings and the landscape. Several landscape places have been listed by the National Trust, and the entire campus was adopted into the National Estate in 1980 by the Australian Heritage Commission. As well, the University received the inaugural WA Civic Design Award in 1986 and there are many formal spaces listed on the State Heritage Register and Municipal Heritage Inventories. While many of the landscape qualities of the campus are accepted today, ideas such as creating a cathedral of pine trees (Somerville Auditorium) were quite radical for their time and not part of the original planning. The Sunken Garden was created out of the opportunity to find a use for an excavation site, and the Tropical Grove was another unplanned accident – a screen of vegetation to conceal gardeners’ huts.
The quality of the landscape differs greatly across the campus, from the very formal north to the less developed south, and with imported trees complementing European-style architecture and native trees on the campus perimeter. The University has been developed around the provision of generous open spaces and intimate courtyards, often with colonnades and cloisters. The landscape is characterised by generous tree canopies, large fig trees and eucalypts, magnificent specimens of European trees, remnant indigenous trees, expansive open green spaces, semi-secluded courtyards, pedestrian areas, river views and abundant and exotic vegetation.
As the campus expands westward towards Broadway, there is an opportunity to integrate the campus landscape approach. The expanded University will include a more diverse style of development where precincts will be characterised by a mix of accommodation, research, retail and service facilities. This urban neighbourhood style of mixed use development will add positively to the economic and social vibrancy of the community and will contribute to environmental sustainability through increased land use efficiency and a reduced carbon footprint.
There are opportunities to further enhance the setting of the campus through improved links with Matilda Bay and Kings Park; elements that already contribute to a single landscape of major regional significance. The campus has strong north-south linkages through its walkways, landscaped spaces and roadways. The east-west landscapes are somewhat less defined and will need further landscape consideration in an attempt to knit together the campus and the predominantly residential area to Broadway.
Principles:
	The expanded landscape will be characterised by the features of a ‘university in a park’ for the main campus, and a ‘university in a town’ character for the expanded campus, as well as a hybrid of the two as a transitional zone;

Develop a mix of expansive open green spaces and semi-secluded courtyards;
Create clear pathways and signage (wayfinding) opportunities through clear logical routes on the campus;
Conserve and enhance the exotic heritage landscape and remnant native landscape;
Introduce green infrastructure landscapes as a sustainability measure;
Retain and enhance passive and active green spaces;
Support biodiversity through design and maintenance of the campus; and
	Offset tree removal with additional planting to preserve the carbon sequestration capacity of the campus.
Recommendations:
	Acknowledge Indigenous heritage of the campus through local Indigenous plantings and use of Indigenous nomenclature;

Maintain the inner pedestrian precinct and restrict vehicles to the campus perimeter;
Reinforce planning spines north and south and create strong spines running east and west;
Enhance the river presence with river views;
Make proper provision for artworks, street furniture and lighting;
Link buildings by broad, well-lit pedestrian ways and create a continuous system of colonnades as part of campus pedestrian system;
Establish locations for permanent landscaping, which will never be built over;
Rationalise and simplify paving materials across campus, following the landscape manual and agreed hierarchy;
Ensure signage and graphics are consistent, hierarchical, direct and informative, and fully reflect identity of building and users; and
	Consideration should be given to prioritising green space over other spaces such as parking and access roads (currently 11 per cent of total campus land area).
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