
FORREST HALL
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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This booklet provides information and answers to questions 
regarding the development of Forrest Hall and planned 
development of Forrest Hall (stage 2) by The University of 
Western Australia.  
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The Forrest Foundation was established in 2014, following 
one of the largest-ever philanthropic donations in 
Australian history, by Andrew and Nicola Forrest through 
the Minderoo Foundation. The donation drives research 
and innovation capacity in Western Australia by awarding 
Forrest Scholarships and Fellowships to outstanding young 
intellectuals from around the world to conduct research 
at one of WA’s five universities – The University of Western 
Australia, Murdoch University, Curtin University, Edith Cowan 
University and University of Notre Dame.

The inspiration for the Foundation came from recognising 
there was a need to invest in intellect and innovation to:
• support a thriving WA economy beyond the boom bust 

cycle of a reliance on natural resources
• position WA universities to compete nationally and 

internationally 
• provide long-term benefit to the state.

Enabling world-class research

The University of Western Australia formed a partnership with 
the Forrest Foundation, to provide a world-class location and 
environment in which, the intellectual energy and imagination 
of each Scholar and Fellow, could be shared with others and 
harnessed to challenge convention and advance knowlege.
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For more than 100 years, the University has continued 
to expand its infrastructure and facilities as part of its 
vision of creating the next generation of global leaders 
through experience-rich education and world-leading, 
trustworthy research.

In Semester 1, 2018, Forrest Hall opened its doors to Scholars 
and Fellows to share ideas, learn about each other’s work and 
jointly explore ways of using the latest research to address 
seemingly impossible problems. Located to the northeast 
of the Perth campus at the intersection of Hackett Drive and 
Mounts Bay Road, the building was designed by Kerry Hill 
Architects and developed by the University. 

It provides: 

 

Forrest Hall – A home for ideas

“The idea of Forrest Hall is to accommodate scholars who can generate the 
energy and drive to achieve outstanding results simply through sparking off 
each other and discussing problems which otherwise seem unsolvable.”

PROFESSOR PAUL JOHNSON | WARDEN OF FORREST HALL

Self-contained  
apartments

Extensive ground  
floor lounge area  
to provide an environment  
for Scholars to socialise

Space and facilities to 
host research workshops 
and policy forums, including 
multipurpose meeting rooms,  
a library and riverside terrace
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Forrest Hall (stage 2)
In 2017, Andrew and Nicola Forrest doubled the 
original donation to the Forrest Foundation 
with funds set aside to further develop the 
Forrest Hall precinct – referred to as Forrest 
Hall (stage 2).

To complement the existing Forrest Hall 
development, UWA plans to construct a further 
mixed-use development adjacent. Forrest 
Hall (stage 2) is planned to include short-stay 
accommodation for academics, researchers, 
conference delegates and families of students, 
as well as office and supporting administration 
space. The building will also accommodate 
recipients of the Forrest Scholarship and 
Fellowship programs studying at UWA, Curtin, 
Edith Cowan, Murdoch and Notre Dame 
universities. It is important that Forrest Hall and 
Forrest Hall (stage 2) are co-located to foster the 
best possible research and innovation outcomes. 

Forrest Hall (stage 2) will provide a funding 
source in perpetuity for the Forrest Foundation 
scholarship scheme. The scale of the new 
development is planned to be similar to the 
existing Forrest Hall development. 

Development approval for Forrest Hall (stage 2) 
was granted by the City of Perth in November 
2018, with UWA Senate approving the progression 
of the project in March 2019.  
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Timeline 

The site is identified for future 
development within the current 
Campus Plan as follows – UWA Boat 
Shed is identified for ‘major arrival 
point and possible ferry interchange’

First Scholar moves inThe Forrest Hall site was 
separated from the main Perth 
campus due to the realignment 
of Hackett Drive, an initiative 
the University agreed to and 
supported for the safety of general 
users of Hackett Drive and Mounts 
Bay Road/Stirling Highway. The 
site remained part of the Perth 
campus and zoned for University 
development

Late 1960s 2010 Masterplan December 2014

UWA Senate approves the 
location of Forrest Hall

UWA Senate approves the 
Forrest Hall (stage 2) project  
to proceed

Construction of Forrest Hall

2016–2018 November 2018February 2018

Development Approval 
for Forrest Hall (stage 2) 
 is received

March 2019
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FAQs 

Forrest Hall  (stage 2)
• Forrest Hall (stage 2) is a mixed-use building, which will sit 

alongside the existing building at the same height. 

• Forrest Hall (stage 2) will include 65 short-stay accommodation 
rooms for academics, researchers, conference delegates 
and families of students, as well as office and supporting 
administration space. The building will also provide nine 
apartments for Forrest Scholars and Fellows undertaking 
research at Curtin, UWA, Edith Cowan, Murdoch and 
Notre Dame universities.

• Landscaped grounds and undercroft car parking.

• Forrest Hall (stage 2) has been designed by internationally 
renowned Kerry Hill Architects to complement other buildings 
on campus, and to rival the facilities provided by prestigious 
scholarship programs around the world.

• Forrest Hall forms an integral part of the UWA Perth campus 
as the key northeastern gateway site to the campus at 
the intersection of Hackett Drive and Mounts Bay Road. 
Forrest Hall (stage 2) has been designed to keep within the 
style of the existing Forrest Hall building, and to respect the 
surrounding landscape.

• The Forrest Hall development (stages 1 and 2) will enhance 
public access to the foreshore reserve through improved 
pathways, lighting and landscaping.

What is the status of 
Forrest Hall (stage 2)

• UWA received Development Approval in November 2018.

• UWA engaged internationally renowned Kerry Hill Architects to 
design the Forrest Hall building’s (stage 1 and 2), to create a living 
environment for rising research stars, which will rival the best 
residential colleges in the world. 

• UWA has engaged with stakeholders in nearby facilities and 
buildings to discuss the selected site and plans for Forrest Hall.

• The University will communicate with the local community at key 
stages throughout the project.
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• When designing the existing Forrest Hall, the University 
considered the possible development of the entire site at the 
then Car Park 23. This approach is prudent and represents best 
practice when considering a development. However, at that 
time, the vision for the site was focused on Forrest Hall.

How will Forrest 
Hall (stage 2) benefit 

the community?

• Forrest Hall is a state-of-the-art accommodation facility 
designed to attract and inspire top scholars in their academic 
pursuits, creating a space that enhances their on-campus 
learning experience.

• Forrest Hall (stage 1 and 2) will provide a stimulating and 
creative living environment for Forrest Scholars and rising 
research leaders attending Western Australian universities, and 
provides a unique opportunity to deliver benefits for the entire 
community for generations to come.

• It will help attract talented people to Western Australia to 
further their study and undertake important contributions to 
research across a wide-range of fields.

We are also investing in improvements which will see:

• attractive new landscaping that will maintain existing public 
access to the foreshore and enhance the riverfront amenity for 
the whole community

• new footpaths to create better, safer and continuous pedestrian 
access to the foreshore 

• attractive lighting to enhance amenity and safety for people 
using the paths, encouraging access to the foreshore in the early 
morning and evening

• safer access to the foreshore for those using wheelchairs and 
gophers

• a new paddle craft launching ramp at the UWA Watersports 
Complex that will be accessible by neighbouring foreshore users 
and the broader community

• improved security in the area with security patrols and CCTV 
• improved access to toilet facilities at the UWA Watersports 

Complex which are open to community members.

Why wasn’t the 
community aware that 
there would be a Forrest 
Hall (stage 2) when 
Forrest Hall was being 
approved/constructed?
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• Forrest Hall has been designed by UWA 
alumni Kerry Hill (a world-renowned 
architect) to complement the riverside 
location and to respect UWA’s design style 
(sandstone in a landscaped setting). 

• Forrest Hall (stage 2) will keep with the style 
of the existing Forrest Hall building. 

• Attractive landscaping and continued public 
access to the river foreshore, enhancing the 
riverfront amenity for the whole community.

• A place of learning, living, recreation 
and interaction – promoting research 
and knowledge through the provision of 
student and short-stay accommodation, 
multifunctional learning spaces and useable 
outdoor landscaped areas. 

What are the design 
features of Forrest Hall 
(stage 2)?

• Connecting colleges to the foreshore – 
creating physical links to the Swan River 
recreational facilities and public reserve for 
residents of various colleges and the wider 
public on Mounts Bay Road.

• Upholding the character and heritage of 
the UWA Perth campus – ongoing use of 
sandstone, contemporary breezeways and 
planar facades.

• High-quality landscaping – creating useable 
outdoor landscaping that integrates 
with the Swan River context, evoking 
the academic nature of the building and 
connecting people to the foreshore.

• Passive environmentally sustainable 
design – maximising efficiency and low-
maintenance through consideration of 
building orientation, sun shading, natural 
ventilation and types of materials used.
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• When planning Forrest Hall, we have ensured 
the community access and ability to enjoy the 
river foreshore will be maintained. This has 
always been an important consideration for any 
development on this site.

• Developing a building that aligns with Forrest 
Hall and considers the foreshore and community 
access has been a key consideration throughout 
the planning and design of Forrest Hall (stage 2).

• New footpaths and lighting will be built to  
ensure safer access for pedestrians and  
those using wheelchairs or gophers.

• All sailing and rowing clubs and other tenants 
located in the area will continue to have access 
to their sites.

• Members and visitors of the sailing and rowing 
clubs will continue to have access to their sites 
under existing arrangements.

How will the development 
ensure views of the foreshore 
are maintained?

• Careful consideration has been given to the various views of and 
through the site also and by carefully arranging the massing of 
the building, views of Winthrop Tower will be maintained from 
both Mounts Bay Road and the Swan River.

• The pedestrian linkage from Mounts Bay Road and Hackett Drive 
intersection between the buildings provides direct connection to 
the foreshore. 

• Consideration of five key view lines around the site:
1. View towards Winthrop Hall Tower 

from Mounts Bay Road
2. View towards the Swan River from St George’s College
3. View from St Thomas More College
4. View northeast from Hackett Drive
5.  View northwest from the Swan River

• Importance of ‘stepped back’ approach to design. 
• Height of the building doesn’t break the skyline when viewing 

from the river.

How will the public 
access the foreshore?



12

Th
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f W
es

te
rn

 A
us

tr
al

ia
Fo

rr
es

t 
H

al
l

• For more than 100 years, the University has continued to 
expand its infrastructure and facilities as part of its quest for 
excellence – ‘to advance, transmit and sustain knowledge 
and understanding through the conduct of teaching, research 
and scholarship at the highest international standards, for the 
benefit of the Western Australian, Australian and international 
communities’.

• The University has been the recipient of an exceptionally 
generous gift from Andrew and Nicola Forrest’s Minderoo 
Foundation, and this donation presents a unique opportunity 
to create a University building that will deliver benefits for the 
entire community for generations to come. 

• The land on which Forrest Hall is situated was vested to UWA 
to facilitate a world-class university over time, and this is 
the perfect location for an exceptional building. We remain 
committed to ensuring decisions regarding this significant 
location consider the interests of Western Australians well into 
the future. 

• The development of the site is part of the Perth campus and 
aligns with the Campus Plan 2010, which identified this site 
(i.e. entire car park 23) for potential development. 

• It is important that both Forrest Hall and Forrest Hall (stage 
2) are co-located to foster the best possible research and 
innovation outcomes. The vision is to create a community 
of scholars in which the intellectual energy and imagination 
of each Scholar and Fellow can be shared with others, and 
harnessed to challenge convention and advance knowledge. 

• In the late 1960s the site now known as Forrest Hall 
was separated from the main Perth campus due to the 
realignment of Hackett Drive. This was an initiative the 
University agreed to and supported for the safety of 
general users of Hackett Drive and Mounts Bay Road/
Stirling Highway. As a result of the realignment, the site 
remained part of the Perth campus and was zoned for 
University development.

When did the Hackett 
Drive realignment occur?

Why is Forrest Hall  
(stage 2) being constructed 
at this location?



13

The U
niversity of W

estern Australia
Forrest H

all



14

Th
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f W
es

te
rn

 A
us

tr
al

ia
Fo

rr
es

t 
H

al
l

 

August 2021

Preliminary works (in ground 
services relocation) will start 
early/mid 2020

Feb-Mar April

Full construction to be under 
way by April 2020

Forrest Hall (stage 2) anticipated schedule:

Projected completion 
date of 2021

What is the timeline 
for Forrest Hall (stage 2) 
development?

The contractor will be required to submit a 
Construction Management Plan which will include 
traffic management throughout the construction 
phase as required. Immediate site neighbours 
will be advised of any particularly noisy works in 
advance.

How will traffic, noise and 
dust be managed during 
the construction phase?
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Email: campusmanagement@uwa.edu.au

How do I register my 
interest to be provided 
updates on the project?

A site masterplan is being developed as part of 
the project and will include the design of the 
entries to Forrest Hall and the neighbouring 
boat clubs and associated traffic flows.

• The University is preparing an integrated transport strategy 
to ensure it can plan effectively for the short, medium and 
long-term, while maintaining the car-parking cap.

• Forrest Hall (stage 1 and 2) will provide undercroft car parking 
for occupants of the buildings.

What car parking will 
be available on the site?

Advance notice of the car park 
closure, along with alternative car 
parking options, will be provided.

I park my car at UWA Car 
Park 23 which is part of 
the development site, 
what are my alternative 
car parking options?

How will traffic be 
managed once Forrest 
Hall (stage 2) has been 
developed?



Campus Management

The University of Western Australia
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