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Part Two – Key Planning Elements: Principles and Recommendations
Background
To analyse the opportunities on the campus, each of
the key elements impacting on the campus have been
examined independently with a series of principles and
recommendations required for the University to develop
sustainably, while retaining the amenity that is enjoyed by
students, staff and the community.
The key elements analysed to give form to the campus
plan are:
• Student life;
• Land use – teaching and research;
• Land use – non-traditional activities;
• Community and culture;
• Sports and recreation;
• Architecture and built form;
• Landscape;
• Heritage and conservation;
• Infrastructure;
• Access;
• Security and safety; and
• Governance.
Universal access, occupational health and safety, and
compliance to design and statutory requirements underpin
all aspects of the Plan.
In addressing these principles there will be some repetition
as they are relevant to more than one topic. Future
development may not be able to satisfy all principles and
value judgements will need to be made by the University’s
management over the importance of the principles.

Principles and
Recommendations
Student Life
Enhancing the student experience is a key outcome of
the University’s Strategic Plan. There are many physical
implications of delivering a quality student environment,
with a focus on providing flexible spaces for learning
environments and affordable student accommodation near
campus.
Development of suitable learning spaces has been a key
element in the delivery of new buildings over the past 10
years. Buildings such as the Business School, Sciences
Library and the Bayliss Building offer a range of teaching
and learning spaces, especially for formal and informal
collaborative work, in addition to the traditional teaching
spaces.
With the implementation of New Courses 2012 suitable
student centres in easy to find ground floor locations
continue to be provided.
Student hubs, and student presence generally in
overlapping activities within a relatively small area, will
promote more face-to-face social contact.
Recognising that the majority of the world’s top 50
universities are residential institutions, the University is
focused on the delivery of further student accommodation.
A report on the world’s top 50 universities indicated that
these universities, including Harvard, Cambridge, Oxford,
Stanford, Yale, have between 90 per cent and 100 per cent
of their students in residence.
While longer engagement with students on campus
is proven to lead to better learning outcomes, student
accommodation around the campus is becoming less
affordable. The urban renewal of the Crawley area, in
addition to higher demand for rental properties, has limited
student opportunities to live close to the University.
The location of additional student accommodation
is important to the future built form of the University
area. The options include development of additional
accommodation in existing residential colleges; renovation
of existing University property; the construction of new
accommodation on University owned land; and/or the
development of accommodation integrated with new multipurpose buildings on and around the campus.
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Staff housing is also a priority as the University attracts
and retains quality staff (one of its operational priorities).
For newly-appointed staff, short stay accommodation
would allow more time for staff to look for permanent
accommodation to rent or buy. It is not the intention to
displace private residents from the Crawley area with
student and staff housing, but to retain and add to the
existing diversity of the area.
The University provides a number of sporting, educational
and cultural activities involving the local community. The
addition of many more students and staff living in the
local community will bring demand for an increase in
these activities. Students and staff will continue to play a
significant role in the life of the local community.
There is evidence of students wanting to spend more time
on campus. The Law Library operates 24 hours a day due
to demand, and further use of the campus outside of the
core weekday hours will lead to better use of space and
more efficient use of buildings.

Principle:
• To make the student experience at University as fulfilling as
possible.

Recommendations:
• Develop a range of accommodation types, to suit shared,
single and family accommodation for students and staff,
and also for those with special requirements or different
cultural needs;
• Ensure the ground or entry level of buildings on campus
includes student engagement areas and showcases the
use of the building;
• Encourage the integration of learning and living at
residential colleges, and at other student residential
complexes;
• Develop flexible and adaptable learning spaces to allow for
future change;
• Cluster after hour facilities to ensure passive surveillance
and increased safety for all users;
• Plan for student presence and encourage more face-toface social meetings, rather than the social isolation of the
virtual world;
• Prepare development plans for the College sites to include
higher densities as proposed in Directions 20311;
• Increase the University’s residential accommodation
around Crawley to accommodate all first year
undergraduate enrolments; and
• Encourage development along transit routes and other
places within a 10 minute commuting time from Crawley
campus.
1

Western Australian Planning Commision (2010) Directions 2031 and
Beyond.
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Land Use – Teaching, Learning and
Research
While land use in and around the Crawley campus is
dominated by teaching and research, the University
recognises it is a significant part of the greater Crawley
community and business area. Other uses are discussed in
‘Land Use – Non Traditional Uses’.

Teaching and Learning
The University’s current Strategic Plan articulates a vision
which includes the following defining characteristics:
• High quality, as the pervading criterion for all our activities;
• Comprehensive, with a broad teaching and research
profile in the arts, sciences, and professions;
• Selective, within a comprehensive base, to develop
particular areas of research strength and emphasis;
• Research-intensive, with a strong teaching and research
nexus across all our disciplines;
• Internationally focused, for both the content and standards
of our activities;
• Technologically innovative, to maximise our flexibility; and
• Responsive, to meet the needs of the community, our
students and our graduates.
The Operational Priorities Plan 2009 – 2013 states that
the University will continue to support a strategy of
seeking and achieving funded growth commensurate with
the University’s comprehensive teaching and research
character, a commitment to quality and a target of 25,000
students by 2020.
The physical location of faculties on campus has generally
followed Gordon Stephenson’s 1954 principle of ‘locating
like departments and facilities in functional groups’.
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Research
Research activity has increased dramatically since 2000
with numerous research centres established at the
University. There have also been increased partnerships
and collaborations between the University and Government,
industry, and other institutions, including:
• The $100 million International Centre for Radio Astronomy
Research (ICRAR);
• The Ion Probe Facility; and
• The $63 million Indian Ocean Marine Research Centre
(IOMRC) comprising UWA’s Oceans Institute,
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) and the Australian Institute of Marine
Science (AIMS).
Increased funding has also come through the Western
Australian Government, with research facilities such as
the Western Australian Marine Science Institute (WAMSI),
Western Australian Institute for Medical Research (WAIMR)
at QEII and the Fiona Stanley Hospital underway. The
University has determined six strategic research themes,
and several emerging and seed priorities to provide focus
and direction.
The strategic themes are:
• Plants, animals, agriculture and environment, including
management of natural and agricultural systems;
• Exploration, production and utilisation of minerals, oil and
gas;
• Fundamental biomedical and translational approaches to
health;
• Indigenous knowledge;
• Bio-engineering and bio-imaging; and
• Neurosciences, including psychology.

Organisations in partnership with the University currently
occupy 3.5 per cent of all campus building space. The
University also has staff on other institutions’ sites, such as
CSIRO at Floreat. The University expects further research
partnerships will see additional staff and researchers
located on University land over the coming decade as
research becomes more collaborative.
Research facilities are space and service intensive. The
University’s growth plans project a greater requirement for
this type of accommodation.
There is an increased demand for temporary
accommodation or pre-built flexibly serviced workspace
into which the University can house researchers on
appointment while specific construction projects are
completed for more permanent housing. There is potential
for dedicated research hubs and sites will be required for
business incubators to transfer research to industry.

Principles:
• Maintain Crawley campus for core teaching, research
activities, locate land-intensive research and community
activities on other sites;
• Co-locate complementary activities in appropriate facilities;
• Provide maximum flexibility in new buildings to allow for
growth and changes in activity requirements;
• Provide sufficient land to establish a high quality teaching,
learning, research and community engagement
environment; and
• Consider the development of buildings that reflect a more
cross-disciplinary approach in teaching and research.

Recommendations:
• Work towards grouping centres with common needs
together to facilitate better resource sharing, such as
libraries;
• Align campus and accommodation planning with the
University’s strategic goals, review current space
standards and building layouts in the light of changing
technology/learning methodology and establish accurate
student space standards for each discipline;
• Ensure the efficient use of existing accommodation and
the timely provision of future accommodation;
• Extend the academic timetable to increase the utilisation
of teaching facilities;
• Upgrade existing teaching infrastructure; and
• Re-locate activities that do not directly enhance the
University experience to an off campus location.
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Land Use – Non Traditional Uses
A modern university consists of more than just lecture
theatres and research spaces. There are many uses critical
to the running of a university within a broader precinct that
may not have been previously considered.
A university can best be compared to a small city, with
elements of retail, commercial, residential, sporting and
cultural amenities and green spaces all needed to support
teaching research.
The University of Western Australia and surrounding areas
are coming under increasing pressure from development
markets other than education. There has been a marked
increase in demand for residential and office space. The
acquisition of properties in the land between campus and
Broadway, a farsighted program begun in the 1960s, means
the University now holds 40 per cent of the surrounding
land area and will play a key role in determining the future
of Crawley.
As part of becoming a sustainable hub and fulfilling
the objectives of an Activity Centre (Directions 2031
and Beyond), the UWA-QEII land area will likely have a
population by 2020 of 50,000 and more (UWA 25,000
plus students, staff and up to 20,000 QEII staff, patients
and visitors). The population of the area is comparable to
the City of Albany and comes with a recognition that the
area will require the services of a regional city, without
compromising the viability of the University or QEII.
The University is a popular venue for conferences and
seminars. With the addition of the University Club of
Western Australia, the campus now offers a range of
venues competing with other conference facilities in Perth.
While the campus offers good connectivity to the central
business district, there is demand for visiting delegates, as
well as guest lecturers, scholars and artists in residence,
and parents of students, for accommodation on campus.
A number of university campuses – including the Australian
National University in Canberra and many overseas
institutions – offer on-site, short-stay accommodation. This
is in addition to the student colleges, which can provide
accommodation outside of the academic year. These
short-stay facilities could also be used for crisis-care
accommodation, for newly appointed staff and for people
undertaking continuing professional development and skills
‘top up’ courses.
The area around Crawley has attracted professional
associations such as the Institute of Architects and the
Australian Medical Association, who have strong links with
the University. The ability to share resources and to use
University facilities such as University Club, lecture theatres,
specialist libraries and seminar rooms means that Crawley
will continue to be an attractive location. Roads such as
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Broadway have many boutique office developments, as
well as attracting larger engineering companies. It is likely
that demand for office space will continue to grow over
the coming decades and some larger building footprints
off-campus should be identified in planning schemes as
commercial hubs.
With emerging research being conducted on campus,
there may be a market for business incubators to help
ensure that the University retains staff taking the next step
in developing their own research products. This may also
attract a knowledge-based business centre, which would
have synergies with University research and education.
The UWA-QEII Activity Centre needs to be able to offer
facilities for the daily lives of the significant population in
the area. The ability to reduce trip generation by offering
a range of services and facilities in one place has a strong
nexus with public transport usage. This population brings
spending power to the area each day and this spending
employs many people in local businesses.
There are opportunities to develop an integrated urban
retail centre adjacent to campus to cater for the daily
requirements of University and QEII staff as well as local
residents. Such a centre would complement the existing
Broadway Fair centre and could be located centrally
between UWA and QEII. A mixed-use development would
follow the principles of public use on lower levels, with
accommodation being incorporated on upper levels.
Individuals are living longer and seeking additional
intellectual, educational and recreational stimulation.
UWA Extension’s range of non-degree courses and
units can meet many of these needs.
The University has partnered with Study Group Australia to
set up a Foundation College. The buildings were opened
at UWA Claremont in 2006 to provide pre-university
education. There is a demand for more local residential
accommodation for students, in addition to the 24 students
housed at Currie Hall.
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Community and Culture
Since its establishment in 1911, the University developed
a unique relationship with the WA community, being the
first university in the State with traditionally close ties to the
community. It has a reputation for quality, and through its
endowments, bequests and other private income, has been
able to maintain a prominent role in the cultural life of the
community.
One of the key priorities is to improve the University’s
positioning and reputation, developing strategic
relationships and community engagement. World-class
universities are recognised as strong intellectual and
creative resource to the communities they serve and while
this service is primarily through its graduates and research,
leading universities also make a major contribution to the
intellectual and cultural life of their communities.
A key initiative of the University is the development of
a Cultural Precinct. With the interaction between the
Precinct and the teaching, learning and research activities
associated with a new undergraduate Design degree, there
will be increasing community and cultural activities.
The University provides a number of educational facilities
and services for the local community. UWA Extension
is involved with community education programs. UWA
Extension provides more than 550 individual community
education programs, events, workshops, seminars and
customised courses for the wider community and private
business each year, as well as Community Education
courses. The University of the Third Age (U3A) offers nonaward courses as a series of monthly lectures. There are
also continuing education courses run by faculties, centres
and schools, and lectures and symposia by prominent
speakers across all disciplines. The University’s Institute of
Advanced Studies conducts cross-disciplinary programs for
students, staff and the wider community, attracting eminent
international scholars.
UWA Publishing holds regular book launches, panel
discussions and lectures.
The University provides a number of cultural facilities and
amenities for the community. The Perth International Arts
Festival was founded in 1953 by the University to provide
evening entertainment for people at Summer School. It has
retained this relationship with the University, but has grown
to become a major State institution as a festival for film,
visual and performing arts and literature. The University’s
theatres, such as Winthrop Hall, the Octagon Theatre,
Dolphin Theatre, Sunken Garden and the New Fortune
Theatre also host several hundred events every year. The
School of Music has an extensive concert program. Many
of these events celebrate the diversity of local ethnic and
cultural communities.
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The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery is both a centre for
research and scholarship in the visual arts and a major
gallery showing the UWA Art Collection and significant
visiting exhibitions. The Berndt Museum of Anthropology
was established to house the Berndt collection of
Indigenous and Asian artefacts, and is also known for
its linkage to Aboriginal communities and support for
cultural maintenance. The Edward de Courcy Clarke Earth
Sciences Museum houses geological specimens, maps
and other exhibits. SymbioticA was established in 2000
within the School of Anatomy and Human Biology and is
now recognised internationally as a centre of excellence
in bio-art. The Cruthers Collection of Women’s Art was
donated to the University in 2007, and is housed within
the Dr Harold Schenberg Arts Centre. The Cullity Gallery,
within the Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Visual
Arts, provides a showcase on activities of the Faculty and
provides an exhibition venue for the wider community.
The University has promoted links with primary and
secondary schools, including Shenton College, and runs
numerous cultural courses with school age children, such
as SmARTS and the UWA Junior Music School.
The University manages or hosts numerous community
events, including Science Fair, Perth Sun Fair, Save the
Children Book Sale, Antiques Fair, and Upmarkets.
The University has an ‘open campus’ policy, which
encourages the informal use of campus grounds, including
family picnics and passive recreational use by local
residents. Car parking bays and other facilities are available
to the general public out-of-hours and outside of the
academic year.
The University has a number of heritage places (buildings
and gardens) at Crawley which are of significant tourist
value. The campus is a popular venue for weddings,
conferences, photographic sessions and film settings.
The iconic value of the Hackett Memorial Buildings is
recognised by local, State and Federal heritage agencies.
Throughout the gardens are sculptures and artworks,
as well as other notable buildings by leading architects.
The heritage significance of campus buildings, landscape
and external artworks have been detailed in the Crawley
Campus Conservation Management Plan 2008. The
campus attracts many local, interstate and overseas
visitors. The UWA Visitors Centre is a focal point for visitor
information and activities.
The University’s libraries are part of the Library Information
Service of Western Australia run by the State Library.
The University’s specialist libraries (such as Humanities,
Law, Architecture/Education, Sciences) are regarded as
some of the State’s most valuable reference resources.

The University Club of Western Australia opened in March
2005 and has become the premier venue for social events
for the University and many community organisations.
The University values the ongoing participation of its alumni
and the local community in its cultural life on-campus.
There are many clubs and activities under the Cultural
Precinct umbrella in which alumni are encouraged to
participate, including groups such as the UWA Graduate
Dramatic Society (GRADS).
The University promotes numerous societies and 13 friends
groups with a focus on arts and culture, including UWA
Historical Society, Friends of Grounds, and Friends of the
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.

Principles:
• Provide a source of enjoyment and intellectual stimulation,
enliven the campus, enrich the curriculum and encourage
critical engagement with contemporary arts practice;
• Acknowledge that the University is situated on Noongar
land, that the Noongar people remain the spiritual and
cultural custodians of their land and continue to practise
their values, languages, beliefs and knowledge; and
• Involve the community in place-making.

Recommendations:
• Establish a dynamic, creative and intellectually rigorous
program of exhibitions, performances and associated
cultural activities that amplify current concerns, flag future
issues and provide a perspective from which to view the
past;
• Develop strategic relationships throughout the community
to improve the University’s positioning and reputation;
• Make a major contribution to the intellectual and cultural
life of the University and outside communities;
• Showcase the creative work of staff and students;
• Link and fuse arts and cultural elements within an
educational environment and encourage innovative
collaborations;
• Plan for the new Cultural Precinct: Stage One
development of a new museum building for the Berndt
collection supporting Aboriginal culture and society;
• Consider new technologies to link the UWA Cultural
Precinct with other sites including the UWA Albany Centre,
the UWA Claremont campus and the variety of cultural
activities;
• Continue to develop the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery
(including an exhibition space for the Berndt Museum);
• Plan for the co-location of community and cultural
activities within a proposed Design Precinct, and establish
a continuous pedestrian link between UWA Nedlands and
the Crawley campus;
• Showcase the University by housing community and
cultural activities in buildings fronting Broadway and
Hampden Road, and contributing to campus and
community interaction;
• Plan for the new AXS/lab (Art meets Science lab) to
showcase the research activity of the University at the
interface of Art and Science, as well as a teaching facility
for Design studies;
• Consider the re-location to Broadway and Hampden Road
of on-campus commercial and retail operations, which are
used by the University and outside community, such as
the Bookshop; and
• Scope design of an extension to the Octagon Theatre
foyer to improve access, space and services of public
areas.
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Sports and Recreation
The University provides sporting facilities on and offcampus for students, staff, alumni and the general
community. These include the Recreation and Fitness
Centre, Watersports Complex, Boatshed, and the Aquatic
Centre. There are also College facilities which are available
to all residential college students on a reciprocal basis.
UWA Sports Park, which includes McGillivray Oval and the
Tennis Centre, is five kilometres away and the International
Martial Arts Centre is located at UWA Claremont.
UWA Sports coordinates a range of sporting competitions
and activities including inter-faculty, inter-college and
inter-university sport. It organises major local, national and
international events such as the Indian Rim Asian University
Games and the Australian University Games, and Recreate
programs (in which 40 per cent of participants are from the
general community). For young people there are Uni Sport
for Kids providing sport-based programs to primary school
children during school holidays, and Campus Challenge, a
live-in orientation camp introducing high school students to
university activities including sport and culture.
The UWA Sports Council is the governing student body
of sport at the University, responsible for overseeing 32
sports and recreation clubs covering 36 sports. Clubs have
around 2,500 members of whom 40 per cent are students
and staff, 30 per cent alumni and 30 per cent general
community. Though most of the sporting clubs are based
at UWA Sports Park, the University Cricket Club plays first
grade cricket at James Oval which is considered to be one
of the finest cricket wickets in the State and the venue for
occasional interstate and international matches.
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As staff and student numbers grow, particularly as the
University develops its residential capacity, there will be a
need for more sports and recreation facilities on campus or
close by.
There are difficulties retaining and allocating high-value
land for sport when there are competing teaching, research
and other needs. For example, the tennis courts occupy
half a hectare of prime on-campus land. Consideration
will be given to share campus land footprints, such as
having tennis courts on the tops of buildings, or for other
organisations (such as colleges and the cities of Subiaco
and Nedlands) to share the provision of facilities.
The lack of public transport between Crawley campus and
UWA Sports Park is an issue for Crawley-based students.
This is a significant factor in any consideration of re-locating
sports and recreation facilities from Crawley to UWA Sports
Park.

Principles:
• Develop sporting and recreation strategic relationships,
collaboration and engagement with the community and
other organisations to improve the student, staff and
community experience reinforcing the University’s
positioning and reputation;
• Ensure sports and recreation make a major contribution to
the cultural life of the University and wider community;
• Negotiate with other organisations in the western suburbs
to avoid duplication and gain maximum utilisation of
sporting facilities through shared access arrangements;
• Better promote the University’s contribution to sporting
activities; and
• Consider the development of facilities that reflect a more
cross-disciplinary approach in sport, recreation, health and
wellbeing, teaching and research.

Recommendations:
• Ensure there are sufficient permanent green spaces and
sports facilities at Crawley to meet the sports, recreation
and fitness needs of an expanding University;
• Promote improved public transport between Crawley and
UWA Sports Park, as well as other campus sites such as
UWA Claremont to ensure greater use of sporting
infrastructure;
• Work with State Government to create the regional sports
precinct at UWA Sports Park, combining Government and
University interests and the sharing of resources;
• Prepare further studies for the development of a Sport
Science and Health Institute within a Centre for Health and
Sporting Excellence (CHASE) at UWA Sports Park, and for
adoption as a priority area in UWA Strategic Research
Initiatives and a future Commonwealth Government
funding application; and
• Ensure future developments consider sports and
recreation requirements of students at Crawley, including
those in residential accommodation as well as staff and
community needs.
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