e
oop

B ro a

Cla

Ed wa

tre e

rk S

Mounts

B ay R o a

d

rive
ket t
D

t

tre e

rd Str

e

y

Fairway

wa

u
Aven

Hac

rS

d w ay

t

e et

Existing Green Space
New Green Space

Myers

Cook

r i ve

Caporn

Parkway

Broadway

Everett
Fairway

C

r

igh

Pa r k

tt D

30 | www.uwa.edu.au

S ti

H
ling

e

cke

As the campus expands westward towards Broadway,
there is an opportunity to integrate the campus landscape
approach. The expanded University will include a more
diverse style of development where precincts will be
characterised by a mix of accommodation, research, retail
and service facilities. This urban neighbourhood style of
mixed use development will add positively to the economic
and social vibrancy of the community and will contribute
to environmental sustainability through increased land use
efficiency and a reduced carbon footprint.
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The quality of the landscape differs greatly across the
campus, from the very formal north to the less developed
south, and with imported trees complementing Europeanstyle architecture and native trees on the campus perimeter.
The University has been developed around the provision of
generous open spaces and intimate courtyards, often with
colonnades and cloisters. The landscape is characterised
by generous tree canopies, large fig trees and eucalypts,
magnificent specimens of European trees, remnant
indigenous trees, expansive open green spaces, semisecluded courtyards, pedestrian areas, river views and
abundant and exotic vegetation.

Park Road

Street

Despite considerable development on campus, the
planning approach of ‘buildings in a park’ still prevails and
the campus is defined with equal importance given to the
buildings and the landscape. Several landscape places
have been listed by the National Trust, and the entire
campus was adopted into the National Estate in 1980 by
the Australian Heritage Commission. As well, the University
received the inaugural WA Civic Design Award in 1986 and
there are many formal spaces listed on the State Heritage
Register and Municipal Heritage Inventories. While many of
the landscape qualities of the campus are accepted today,
ideas such as creating a cathedral of pine trees (Somerville
Auditorium) were quite radical for their time and not part of
the original planning. The Sunken Garden was created out
of the opportunity to find a use for an excavation site, and
the Tropical Grove was another unplanned accident – a
screen of vegetation to conceal gardeners’ huts.

Gordon

Clif ton

Harold Desbrowe-Annear won the 1914 competition
for ‘laying out the Crawley site for University purposes’;
however it was the 1927 Wilkinson plan which has primarily
influenced the development of the campus.

Hampden Road

The advice of Sir John Winthrop Hackett in selecting the
Crawley site for The University of Western Australia in 1913
was that campus design should be based on convenient,
wide and spacious lines and that the riverfront provided
one of the rarest attractions offered any of the universities
in Australia.

Winthrop Avenue

Poole

Crawley Avenue

Landscape

Princess Road

Th

e

e
Av

nu

e

Green Space Plan

There are opportunities to further enhance the setting of the
campus through improved links with Matilda Bay and Kings
Park; elements that already contribute to a single landscape
of major regional significance. The campus has strong
north-south linkages through its walkways, landscaped
spaces and roadways. The east-west landscapes are
somewhat less defined and will need further landscape
consideration in an attempt to knit together the campus and
the predominantly residential area to Broadway.

Principles:
• The expanded landscape will be characterised by the
features of a ‘university in a park’ for the main campus,
and a ‘university in a town’ character for the expanded
campus, as well as a hybrid of the two as a transitional
zone;
• Develop a mix of expansive open green spaces and
semi-secluded courtyards;
• Create clear pathways and signage (wayfinding)
opportunities through clear logical routes on the campus;
• Conserve and enhance the exotic heritage landscape and
remnant native landscape;
• Introduce green infrastructure landscapes as a
sustainability measure;
• Retain and enhance passive and active green spaces;

Recommendations:
• Acknowledge Indigenous heritage of the campus through
local Indigenous plantings and use of Indigenous
nomenclature;
• Maintain the inner pedestrian precinct and restrict vehicles
to the campus perimeter;
• Reinforce planning spines north and south and create
strong spines running east and west;
• Enhance the river presence with river views;
• Make proper provision for artworks, street furniture and
lighting;
• Link buildings by broad, well-lit pedestrian ways and
create a continuous system of colonnades as part of
campus pedestrian system;
• Establish locations for permanent landscaping, which will
never be built over;
• Rationalise and simplify paving materials across campus,
following the landscape manual and agreed hierarchy;
• Ensure signage and graphics are consistent, hierarchical,
direct and informative, and fully reflect identity of building
and users; and
• Consideration should be given to prioritising green space
over other spaces such as parking and access roads
(currently 11 per cent of total campus land area).

• Support biodiversity through design and maintenance of
the campus; and
• Offset tree removal with additional planting to preserve the
carbon sequestration capacity of the campus.
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Significant vistas across the campus which should be
retained have also been identified. For example, distant
views of the campus and Winthrop Tower, and campus
engagement with the river, should be maintained and
enhanced.
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Caporn Street

Broadway

There is continued support for the qualities of the campus
and the value of its ongoing preservation. Many of the
heritage features, such as Somerville Auditorium and the
Sunken Garden, were bold developments for their time and
were not part of any defined campus plan. It should always
be possible to allow for the innovative, the accidental and
the unexpected.
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Parkway

All buildings and landscaped areas on the campus have
been listed according to their heritage significance.
Significance does not imply a building cannot be
demolished or substantially altered. However, the higher
the degree of significance, the more care must be taken
when alterations, extensions or refurbishments are carried
out. Procedures for monitoring such works are now in
place. Where necessary, guidance will be sought from a
consulting heritage architect, landscape historian or art
historian.
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Some the University’s off-campus properties have heritage
significance and examples of these styles will be retained
where practicable. The Nedlands Park Masonic Hall in
Broadway is one example.

Park Road
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The various architectural styles present on the campus have
been identified in the CCCMP and it is accepted that quality
design will govern the future built environment. Where
possible, examples of different styles will be retained to
show the evolution of the campus over the past 100 years.

Gordon

Clif ton

Planning for the physical development of the campus
while retaining its heritage significance is one challenge
facing the University. The Crawley Campus Conservation
Management Plan (CCCMP) 2008 identifies all buildings,
places and artworks of significance on campus and is
considered as the definitive conservation manual for the
campus. The CCCMP makes recommendations for their
conservation where necessary, and indicates sensitive
areas, which future development should acknowledge.

Winthrop Avenue

Poole

The Crawley campus is renowned for its heritage
architecture and landscaped grounds. It contains a number
of heritage listed buildings and landscaped gardens, see
Appendix C.

Crawley Avenue

Heritage and Conservation

Princess Road

Th

e

e
Av

nu

e

Buildings Cultural Heritage
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Principles:
• The University’s major cultural heritage significance is the
University as a whole, not simply the buildings or
landscape; it includes its ethos to educate, carry out
research and engage with the community;
• The Crawley campus is effectively a series of ‘buildings
within a park’ and courtyard buildings which enclose
space, with equal importance given to landscape and
architecture;
• The campus is more than the sum of its parts with
individual elements evaluated in relation to the overall
setting – heritage places can be demolished or altered but
only where there is to be a development of greater
significance;
• The orientation of the campus towards the river should be
encouraged where possible; and
• Buildings, landscaped areas and artworks with a high level
of heritage significance are to be conserved, whilst
appreciating the necessity for flexible development in
places which do not have heritage implications.

Recommendations:
• Consider the campus to be a single place, not a collection
of individual buildings;
• Acknowledge that the campus will change to meet
different requirements and must constantly review campus
assets;
• Contextual excellence is to be pursued in any new
development to provide a sense of continuity between
generations;
• Alternative innovative methods of interpreting the heritage
of the campus are to be explored, in preference to external
visual interpretation (such as plaques);
• Delegation of heritage matters is to be negotiated with
Heritage Council, to ensure appropriate levels of scrutiny
by Council (and others) and to maintain the University’s
development options; and
• Retention of a limited number of representative
architectural examples is to be negotiated with the
Heritage Council, and a constructive approach is to be
taken by submitting selected University-owned properties
for heritage listing (for example, Love House).
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Architecture and Built Form
The Crawley campus is considered one of the most
beautiful in the world and since its establishment great care
has been taken to prepare periodic development plans to
establish principles to underpin the quality of the campus
An international competition was used to find designs
for the Hackett Memorial Buildings, of which Winthrop
Hall is the centrepiece. These buildings responded well
to the Wilkinson Plan 1927 and became the exemplar of
future campus architecture. The grandeur of composition,
richness of detail and colour of the buildings have set a
formidable design standard for subsequent development.
In the main, later development has respected the qualities
of the original buildings and the University enjoys a campus
with a totality of design rare on campuses developed over a
period of time and under a variety of influences.

Architectural Style
The architectural success of the campus is built on
individual buildings, each successful architectural
statements in their own right, yet designed to be compatible
with their neighbours. Examples at Crawley of where the
University has diverged from its simple contextual design
approach include the Physics, Chemistry and Engineering
buildings, constructed in the 1960s.
Campus buildings free from passing fashions achieve
individual merit by contributing to the success of the total
campus, and to depart significantly from the established
image and maintain architectural integrity may be
impossible. A test of this is to ask if proposed buildings are
timeless through their architecture and their contribution to
the overall campus.
Matters of overall style are paramount: whether fashion is
followed, or architectural integrity is maintained by staying
with the established direction of prior plans.
In 2002, the University built its second major building offcampus at the Ken and Julie Michael Building, 7 Fairway.
Designed by Steve Woodland (Cox Howlett & Bailey
Woodland,) the building re-interprets the campus aesthetic
while introducing different materials and an architectural
form influenced by the original commercial function of
the building and local planning constraints. On campus
buildings are not subject to rules such as set-backs and
height restrictions. Colonnades on the building help link
it back from Broadway to the campus, with Winthrop
Tower as an end vista. There will be many more University
buildings built between campus and Broadway, and the
Michael building is seen to be an urban planning exemplar
of meeting University and community expectations.
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Directions 2031 and Beyond classified UWA-QEII as a
Specialised Strategic Centre, and signals improvements
in public transport and the need for higher density
development, possibly setting minimum densities as well
as maximum. Buildings of greater scale will be considered
though increased height should not unduly overshadow
landscaped and other spaces.
In 1959, Gordon Stephenson recommended that it was
undesirable to make provision for undergraduate classes
in buildings beyond the third level. While this has not been
adopted as a principle, it is preferable that the entry level
of a teaching building on campus is the location of major
undergraduate activity.
The provision of mixed-use buildings is encouraged in
Directions 2031 and Beyond as a means of enlivening
streets and sharing resources such as car parking. Offcampus buildings, or those on the perimeter of campus,
particularly fronting ‘active’ streets such as Broadway and
Hampden Road, have the opportunity to interact with the
community, through the use of ground floor retailing or
university uses, with research or residential accommodation
on the other floors.
Some sites on campus are more architecturally significant
than others. The Reid Library, for instance, is located in
the Great Court opposite Winthrop Hall. The building is
prominent in its architecture, scale and use.
The siting of the Business School (2009) on the southern
edge of campus not only gave the Faculty prominence,
but also helped restore balance to a campus which had
for many years been focused on the Hackett Memorial
Buildings at the northern end. A new roundabout and
entrance off Hackett Drive gave additional prominence to
the Business School, which now fulfils a similar ‘anchor’
role to the campus as Winthrop Hall. The completion of the
green space west of the Business School will add further to
the significance of this southern edge of the campus.

Principles:
• Commission architecture of high design quality;
• Produce buildings which are timeless, free from passing
fashions, and which achieve individual contemporary merit
in their contribution to the success of the whole campus,
whilst acknowledging the existing University palette;
• Confine larger-scale built form to the higher western flank
of campus between Fairway and Broadway, but avoid a
continuous wall of high buildings, and lessen the impact of
Fairway as the campus edge;
• Incorporate cutting edge knowledge into building design
and strive to keep research, teaching and learning
environments up-to-date;
• Construct buildings with due consideration to whole-of-life
implications and environmental sustainable development
better practice; and
• Provide flexibility in new buildings to allow for a variety of
uses over time.

Recommendations:
• Embrace the concept of larger-scale structures and
prepare planning studies to ensure open space is not
compromised;
• Embrace the concept of a hybrid architecture within a
different form of urban place-making between campus and
Broadway;
• Consider opportunities for a different built form, particularly
in mixed use buildings, as the University expands towards
Broadway;
• Accept the current architectural approach but encourage
commissioned architects to innovate, particularly on sites
deemed to be of greater prominence or significance than
others;
• Continue to provide coherence through the colour palette,
and through the placement/design of some sites/buildings
which encourage use/connection between both inside/
outside spaces. This is a strength that would be beneficial
to maintain in further development of the campus and its
stakeholders;
• Offer varying opportunities for expressive form of
architecture within the colour and material palette on
selected sites around campus;
• Accept the future challenge of changing building types,
materials and technology; and
• Ensure that the clear needs/function of certain spaces,
such as teaching spaces, are maintained.
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Energy costs on campus are projected to increase
approximately 35 per cent from 2010 to 2013. Air
conditioning accounts for between 20-23 per cent of the
University’s total power consumption and air conditioning
alone creates 11,100 tonnes of CO2 emissions each year
(approximately 3,500 cars worth of emissions). New
development practices to reduce the dependence on such
cooling infrastructure are considered critical.

Gordon

Clif ton

Early campus plans developed a planning structure based
on a rectangular grid, which made possible a simple
underground services corridor system in primary and
secondary easements. Services outside the grid have
largely been re-routed to conform. With the planned
expansion of the University across Fairway towards
Broadway, the expansion of QEII affording opportunities to
link up and/or provide back up capacity, and the proposal
to increase student residential accommodation around the
campus, there will be a need to increase infrastructure and
to extend service easements off-campus. There may also
be opportunities for sharing infrastructure services with the
community.

Hampden Road

While the University has an efficient campus infrastructure
system, there are opportunities to improve and extend the
system.
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Primary Easement

Chilled Water Storage

Secondary Easement

The installation of a chilled water storage tank at the south
end of campus in 1998 resulted in cheaper energy costs
and increased supply capacity. Much of the chilled water
is used for the purposes of air-conditioning. Given our
climate, and specific research activities, the University
acknowledges the need for climate control within buildings.
However, the University will encourage the utilisation of
passive design within buildings where possible. Campus
Plan 2000 highlighted the need for an additional similar size
tank in the north end of campus. A proposal to construct
a four megalitre tank near the Physics building did not
proceed and the campus system is now at capacity. A new
6.5 megalitre storage tank would provide the University
with sufficient chilled water without having to run chillers
during ‘normal’ (that is, overly hot) days. The provision of
the second chilled water tank will take advantage of the
wider gap between on- and off-peak tariffs and enable the
University to enter into demand side response programs.
A third tank of two to three mega litres should be
considered as part of the design for buildings planned in
the northwest corner of the expanded campus.

Proposed Easement
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Alternate Sources of Energy

Recommendations:

Alternate sources of energy will continue to be considered
when appropriate (eg, geothermal energy).

Management and maintenance

Sub-Station Upgrade
The QEII-Hollywood Hospital sub-station is being expanded
(2011) as part of a western loop linked to the University. It
has flagged the need to expand the campus electrical substation. The sub-station serves both the University and the
local neighbourhood. Space will be allocated in the plan to
meet this need. The proposed change is from low voltage
electricity supply from 6.6 kilovolts to 11 kilovolts.

Services Precinct
A proposal has been developed to create a services
precinct off Fairway Entrance 4. This will co-locate and
conceal industrial type operations, including engineering
workshops, waste facilities including biochemical and
electronic waste. A second services precinct is also
suggested, preferably at UWA Nedlands, where additional
infrastructure is required.
Engineering redevelopment, planning of which will begin
within the next 10 years, should be co-located within the
proposed services precinct to enable Engineering to exploit
teaching and research synergies with on-campus utilities.

Principles:
• Expand campus infrastructure in a logical and practical
manner as new buildings are added, identifying expansion
needs;
• Increase renewable energy, recycling and water reuse to
decrease the carbon footprint;
• Maintain in-ground ringed services corridors across
campus. Wherever possible lay and maintain services
under hard landscape with easily identifiable segregated
alignment with appropriate access with suitable expansion
capacity;

• Integrate infrastructure (e.g chillers) into built form where
possible;
• Locate service easements north-south or east-west but
not in a diagonal direction;
• Ensure services are ringed wherever possible to maintain
security of supply and to minimise pressure differentials;
• Ensure campus-wide back-up data protection and
disaster recovery systems;
• Establish looped electronic communication linkages
between existing and newly acquired remote sites, such
as UWA Sports Park, Claremont, and the main campus at
Crawley to the single campus vision;
• Centralise research activities, wherever possible, so as to
improve resource use, services back up and continuity of
supply;
• Centralise service facilities into a services precinct and
plan for a second services precinct at UWA Nedlands or a
location west of Fairway; and
• Ensure special purpose requirements (such as security of
supply) are in place for buildings with ongoing research
needing continuity of services, including Molecular and
Chemical Sciences and Physics.
Sustainable development
• Maximise water reuse;
• Aim for zero waste through encouraging recycling and
reuse practices; and
• Ensure infrastructure design and planning accords with
energy efficiency, environmental sustainability, practicality
and life cycle costing requirements.

• Whole-of-life design will underpin the acquisition and
management of infrastructure; and
• Consider the impact of climate change on campus
infrastructure and buildings, particularly rising water levels.
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Poole

The 1990 Campus Plan signalled an end of the campus
being a primarily ‘drive to’ destination and the provision of
public transport, cycling and walking access to the campus
was further developed.
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Over recent years there have been issues with student
parking in surrounding streets. While the University is asked
from time to time to address this problem, the University
is only able to create parking by-laws over the land which
it controls. The University has supported the cities of
Subiaco, Perth and Nedlands amending and enforcing their
own parking laws.
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Broadway

In Campus Plan 2000, the University’s parking numbers
were capped – a policy that has been supported by the
Western Australian Planning Commission. The 2000
Plan capped parking at 4,250 bays, of which 3,300 were
controlled by the University and the remaining 950 by
local governments. It is intended to continue this cap.
The University has continued to grow in student numbers
despite the cap and will grow to 25,000 students by
approximately 2015, indicating that access has been
accommodated by means other than private vehicle and will
continue to do so. The policy of having more students living
closer to Crawley is likely to result in an increase in walking
and cycling access to campus. As the campus land area
expands, the associated parking provisions for teaching
and research buildings will be maintained. However,
consideration will need to be given to additional parking for
other uses such as residential, collaborative research and
commercial.
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Despite being located away from the rail network, the
University is accessible through road and public transport
(bus) options available to the area. The ability of the
University to grow remains linked to the ability to bring
students and staff to and from the campus.
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The future development of the campus is dependent upon
creating better transport linkages with the City of Perth and
other metropolitan centres.
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Transport Policies and Plans

Principle:

The campus includes an internal ring-road that was
developed to help students travel between car parks on
campus. The ring-road mirrors the function of the adjacent
roads, resulting in a replicated internal road network. The
introduction of a narrower bike lane that can be used by
service and emergency vehicles, has proved successful.
This model can be continued around the campus without
having an impact on accessibility.

• Minimise single occupant vehicle use to campus and
encourage increased usage of alternative modes of
transport such as cycling, walking and public transport.

The University is completing the UWA Transport Plan (2010)
to provide a strategy for the day-to-day and longer-term
direction for transport for the University. The transportrelated objectives of Campus Planning Review 2010
include:

Recommendations:
Alternative modes of transport
• Proactively explore public transport solutions while
supporting the systematic increase in public transport
capacity by the Public Transport Authority, including buses
and light rail;
• Allocate space for future public transport requirements
such as light rail stops/depot, bus interchanges and ferry
terminals;

• Efficient and equitable management of the limited parking
supply;

• Encourage sharing alternative transport resources and
parking with the general community;

• Provision of a high quality and range of non-automobile
transport alternatives;

• Increase supply of local residential accommodation for
students, which (coupled with improved public transport)
will reduce demand for car ownership and parking; and

• Minimising the impact of parking and access on the
physical campus environment; and
• Making better use of campus land area currently used for
surface parking and ring roads.

• Develop a guaranteed ride home programme for users of
alternative transport.
Parking

The UWA Transport Plan (2010) makes recommendations in
five broad areas:

• Consider parking as a regional issue – ensuring sufficient
parking for the area, not a specific campus use.

• Behaviour change and review of programs;

Ensure the architecture and landscape quality of the
campus is enhanced by:

• Improvement of the public transport network that services
the University;
• Provision of high quality walking and cycling facilities to
the University;

• Providing underground parking, integrated within and
under buildings where possible and economically sound;

• Increasing the supply of local residential accommodation
for students; and

• Removing smaller surface car parks when the opportunity
arises, delivering small building sites or landscape
opportunities;

• Reform of the University parking system.

• Reducing the use of cars on campus; and
• Ensuring the architecture and landscape quality of the
campus is not compromised by roads and parking
facilities.
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Security and Safety
The University is committed to best practice in safety
risk management. The physical environment; movement
of vehicles; cyclists and pedestrians; criminal acts and
environmental related events (storms, lightning) all impact
on the personal safety of those on our campus.
The establishment of the Risk Management Division in
2009, to cover Internal Audit, Business Risk Management,
and Insurance Services, recognises the increasing
complexities, regulatory requirements and stakeholder
expectations facing the University. The University now
has a cohesive, strategic and structured approach to
managing risk.
The University is committed to providing a safe and secure
environment on campus through design and practices
such as:
• Building access control and intruder detection;
• Well-developed services covering campus security; and
• Personal safety and property protection.
The planned Emergency Call Points program and access
control of buildings will improve security and personal
safety. As the campus and off-campus population
increases, there is a growing risk of personal injury from
the intermingling of transport modes – pedestrians, cyclists,
service vehicles, public transport and general traffic.
Vehicle access control (remotely controlled barriers
with inter-visibility and communications) will reduce the
number of vehicles using the inner campus and enhance
pedestrian safety.
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The University has Emergency Plans and Procedures and
a Critical Incident Management Plan in place. Emergency
Response procedures (booklets, posters, emergency
phone numbers) are displayed across the campus and
included in staff and student inductions. The University
has installed emergency warning systems, emergency
control procedures and emergency control organisations.
A building-specific and campus-wide public address system
would greatly assist in emergency related communications
including for building lockdowns.
It is envisaged that planned additional student
accommodation will bring about more activity 24 hours a
day, year round. For safety and security, future planning
should incorporate the principles of crime prevention
through environmental design and use a scale and quality
of development to stamp a ‘university city’ cultural brand on
the area.
Student presence in overlapping activities within a relatively
small campus and off-campus land area will also encourage
more face-to-face interaction and a greater understanding
of the personal, social and educational wellbeing
of students.

Principles:
• Ensure the Crawley campus has a high perceived and
actual sense of safety for all students, staff and the
community. Develop a strong sense that the University is a
safe place in which to visit, work and study; and
• Maintain the campus as a University without fences with a
strong intuitive wayfinding system across campus and
through buildings, improving ease of access for all.

Recommendations:
Universal Access
• Integrate best practice universal access design principles
into developments;
• Provide continuous pathways of travel for simplified
access to buildings; and
• Wayfinding to incorporate emergency access routes for all
campus users.
Security
• Integrate crime prevention through environmental design
principles and integrate risk management in asset
acquisitions, including buildings;
• Provide passive surveillance of pedestrian paths and
courtyards from buildings. For example, locate staff offices
and other ‘populated’ spaces on building perimeters. Use
opportunities to construct mixed use buildings on and
off-campus to increase the hours of operation, and to
provide surveillance;
• Establish a network of wide, well-lit pathways throughout
campus. Avoid the placement of dense shrubbery close to
pedestrian pathways;
• Broaden the network of emergency contact points
throughout the campus (and at particularly vulnerable
locations, such as bus stops) connected back to Security;
• Protect inner campus and vulnerable pedestrian spaces
from vehicles by the use of bollards, operable or fixed.
Increase pedestrian safety with better separation from
cycle routes and major traffic routes at entries to the
University;
• Minimise the number of entrances to buildings to enable
more effective security. Main entry doors and heavy traffic
areas should lead to reception or administrative offices;
and
• Locate meeting rooms and other public accessible spaces
close to the building main entrance to minimise
penetration of the building by non-occupants, and allow
more out-of-hours use of these spaces.
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Governance
The Campus Plan, developed every 10 years, is the
document that informs State Government, through the
Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC), about
the physical development and planning issues that have
an impact on the Crawley campus. In the past, WAPC and
Department of Planning have viewed the document as the
University’s planning strategy, setting out how it will expand.
The approval of the WAPC is required for any development
on these reserves. Applications for approval are considered
against an adopted Master Plan taking into consideration
the recommendations of the relevant local authority.
The University of Western Australia Act 1911 gives the
Senate, as the governing authority of the University,
responsibility for “…the entire control and management of
the affairs and concerns of the University and may act in
all matters concerning the University in such manner as
appears to it best calculated to promote the interests of
the University”. Therefore the Senate is responsible to the
public for the stewardship of the University as an institution
of excellence and integrity, and for the custodianship of its
future prosperity.
Subject to the University Act and the Statutes, the
University Senate has the following powers in relation to
the management of the University’s physical assets (extract
from The University of Western Australia Act 1911):

In addition, the University Act outlines responsibilities for
Endowments and Revenue1. Real property vested in the
“The Trustees of the University Endowment” became the
property of the University on the appointment of Senate: the
Endowment Fund is a trust fund and must be managed as
such, pursuant to the trusts enacted in the University Act.
Senate alone holds the property power.
Other key legislative documents related to the governance
of the University’s interests are:
• University Colleges Act 1926 – An Act to establish and
endow residential colleges within The University of
Western Australia; and
• University Buildings Act 1952 – An Act relating to the
provision of certain buildings for The University of Western
Australia and for other incidental purposes.
Under the University Act, Senate has the authority to
approve the layout of the campus. This includes decisionmaking for the acquisition, disposal, use, physical design
and planning functions. These functions are delegated
through the Senate on approval of the Campus Plan to:
• The Vice-Chancellor, and further delegated through levels
of management;
• Governance committees including:
• The Strategic Resources Committee, whose role is to2
“(b) monitor campus planning and advise Senate on
major physical developments and associated
policy issues”;

“14. The Senate shall have the control and management
of all real and personal property at any time vested in

“(d) within the limits of agreed delegations, make
decisions or recommendations to Senate on
investments within a framework of strategy
approved by the Senate”;

or acquired by the University; and may set out roads,
streets, and open spaces, and erect and maintain
buildings upon and otherwise improve any land or other
property as in their absolute discretion they may think fit,

• The Planning and Budget Committee, whose role is to

and may apply any trust funds of the University to any

“(a) advise and make recommendations to the ViceChancellor on behalf of the Academic Council on
the following matters:

such purposes.
15. The Senate, in the name and on behalf of the
University, may grant leases of any lands vested in

(i) the formulation of the University’s strategic
and operational plans;

the University for any term not exceeding twenty-one
years, and, with the approval of the Governor, but not

(v) the setting of priorities and the allocation of
funds for major building works and any major
re-allocation of space within a faculty or
among faculties;

otherwise, may grant building leases for any term not
exceeding ninety-nine years, and may, with the like
approval, mortgage such lands.

(e) advise and submit recommendations to the
Academic Council on policy matters and on
major procedural matters relating to University
accommodation.”3

16. The Senate, in the name and on behalf of the
University, may dispose of any real or personal property
acquired by gift, devise, or bequest as they may think
fit, subject only to the express trusts of any deed, will, or
instrument under which such property is acquired.”

1

2
3
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The University is subject to a wide range of decision-making
bodies, legislation, regulations and standards. The Crawley
campus is located within three local governments (Perth,
Nedlands and Subiaco), with some portions subject to
State Government Department of Planning and the WAPC.
The University is also subject to government agencies such
as Main Roads, the Swan River Trust, the Heritage Council,
the Department of Environment and Conservation, and the
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority (Kings Park).

Principle:
• Ensure all campus development is in accordance with
statutory and University governance requirements.

Recommendations:
• The University processes and decision-making of the
acquisition, disposal, use, physical design and planning
functions is transparent and communicated broadly to
both internal and external stakeholders; and
• Continue to be involved in local Government change and
State planning reforms.

