Part One – Context

Planning Context
UniverCity: Strategic Asset Review
of University Landholdings
Following a series of workshops held in 2006 and 2007 with senior University academic and administrative staff, the University set out a regional planning framework that allows a high degree of flexibility. The themes that emerged from the workshops included:
	Retaining the Crawley campus as the focal point for university activity;

Working the University assets harder to underpin funding for educational programs and infrastructure;
Vigorously pursuing opportunities for high quality research programs in partnership with other organisations;
Providing sufficient land and/or floor space to establish a high quality research environment;
Improving accessibility to the University by alternative transport means to private cars, especially in the face of escalating demand for a diminishing supply of fossil fuels;
Improving the diversity and proximity of activities to encourage walking and cycling between them, and reduce car dependence;
Providing more opportunities for staff and students to live close to the University (and QEII);
Retaining the ‘garden’ character of the University’s Crawley campus and extending its influence through to QEII; and
	Improving the physical and educational relationship between the University’s Crawley campus and the QEII health campus.

Directions 2031 and Beyond
Released in 2010, the State Government’s report Directions 2031 and Beyond provides the overarching spatial framework for the Perth and Peel regions. Part of the framework’s strategic vision is to make the city more compact, accessible and sustainable. As such, limiting suburban expansion into the hinterland and developing strong activity centres linked with efficient transportation networks is seen to be vital to the successful achievement of the vision. An Activities Centres Policy has also been developed to establish a hierarchy of centres, with the higher level centres generally being located on major transit networks for accessibility reasons.
The University of Western Australia (UWA), with the QEII Medical Centre, is the second largest commuter destination in the metropolitan region outside the CBD. Directions 2031 and Beyond promotes public transport, walking and cycling as an alternative to private car use at activity centres such as UWA-QEII.
It also promotes higher density development in appropriate locations including around transit nodes, with decreasing density as the distance from the centre of the hub increases. In the context of managing change it aims to achieve a 47 per cent target for infill development which currently only provides about 30 per cent of growth.
Within the activity centres hierarchy four ‘specialised centres’ have been identified including UWA-QEII. These are represented as key drivers of innovation and information exchange and generators of employment. They provide significant opportunities for the development of business synergies and agglomeration of like activities. Due to their specialised nature, these centres have a wide catchment and rely on a high level of access, particularly by public transport, for their effective operation. Specialised centres should: 
	Provide adequate locations for business and smaller institutions related to the main institutions; 

Have places for general commercial and community services to support employees, students, visitors and residents; and 
	Provide places where interaction can occur between user of the centre so the stronger links can be facilitated across a range of organisations and businesses in the area.
Central Metropolitan Perth
Sub-Regional Strategy 
The Central Metropolitan Perth Sub-Regional Strategy provides a broad framework for delivering the objectives of Directions 2031 and Beyond. The anticipated growth in infill development is specified in housing targets: for Perth 12,600 new dwellings; for Subiaco 3,000 new dwellings; and for Nedlands 3,500 new dwellings. The UWA-QEII Specialised Centre has been identified as potentially making a significant contribution to housing growth with a range of additional dwellings being estimated from 2,950 to 4,390. The Sub-Regional Strategy includes more detail in relation to the UWA-QEII Specialised Centre stating that:
UWA-QEII is focussed on the delivery of high order education and health services from the University of Western Australia and Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre campuses. UWA-QEII provides significant employment opportunities not only for the western suburbs, but for the broader knowledge-based sector. The current land uses generate significant movement of students, staff, patients and visitors, and opportunities exist for the improvement of public transport connections. UWA is also increasingly becoming a tourist destination. 
UWA is the only Western Australian university with both a medical school, and a tradition and recognised capability in medical research – and its international reputation in this area is very high. It has an inherent synergy with QEII, which was established with the aim of developing a medical centre of national and international repute. In 2010, the QEII Medical Centre is beginning a six year transformation to become one of Perth’s largest medical and research facilities. Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital at QEII is a progressive, fully accredited teaching hospital, which is closely associated with UWA. Each year the hospital treats approximately 75,000 inpatients, 45,000 emergency presentations and 500,000 outpatients. The hospital employs approximately 2,740 full-time equivalent staff.
Capital City Planning Framework 
The Western Australian Planning Commission’s (WAPC) Capital City Planning Framework focuses on planning of the 5km radius around the CBD of Perth, to provide a basis for cooperation by local and State Government in the context of: 
	Targeting areas for residential consolidation in and around activity centres and along transport corridors including the use noted in the central subregion strategy; 

Prescribing opportunities for the enhancement of activity centres inclusive of strengthening interrelationships and linkages between them; 
Identifying key movement networks to ensure that central Perth functions harmoniously and efficiently; and 
	Prioritising key movement network initiatives and other community infrastructure projects for implementation. 
Metropolitan Region Scheme 
The main campus area is reserved for public purposes with the designation of ‘university’ on the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) including some riverside land east of Hackett Drive. The college row east of Winthrop Avenue is also reserved for public purposes as is the part of the campus located west of Hampden Road. However the portion of the college row between Hampden Road and Winthrop Avenue is zoned urban. 
The approval of the WAPC is required for any development on these reserves. Applications for approval are considered against an adopted Master Plan taking into consideration the recommendations of the relevant local authority. Land located between the main campus area and Broadway is zoned urban and falls under the control of the City of Subiaco as is the urban zoned part of the college row.
City of Subiaco Planning Scheme and Planning Policies 
City of Subiaco Town Planning Scheme No.4 reflects the reserves shown in the MRS, but also includes a public purpose reserve over the section of college row between Hampden Road and Winthrop Avenue with split R20/50 residential zoning between the main campus area and mixed use design along Broadway. The City of Subiaco planning objectives of this precinct located between the main campus and Broadway are to encourage: 
	A mixed university / residential precinct with mixed use pockets along Broadway; 

The development of a university residential village through redevelopment in the area north of Princess Road; 
High quality medium density residential development in the area south of Princess Road; and
	A harmonious interface of university campus development and the surrounding area.
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